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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Agriculturai  Research  Service 

Cooperative  State  Research  Service 

Biotechnology  Risk  Assessment 
Research  Grants  Program;  Fiscal  Year 
1992;  Solicitation  of  Applications  and 
Application  Guidelines 

Program  Description 

Purpose 

Proposals  are  invited  for  competitive 
grant  awards  under  the  Biotechnology 
Risk  Assessment  Research  Grants 
Program  (the  “Program")  for  fiscal  year 
1992.  The  authority  for  the  Program  is 
contained  in  section  1668  of  Public  Law 
No.  101-624  (the  Food,  Agriculture, 
Conservation,  and  Trade  Act  of  1990, 7 
U.S.C  5921).  The  Program  is 
administered  by  the  Cooperative  State 
Research  Service  (CSRS)  and  the 
Agricultiural  Research  Service  (ARS)  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA).  Under  the  Program,  USDA  will 
award  competitive  grants  to  support 
biotechnology  risk  assessment  research 
to  help  address  concerns  about  the 
ei^ects  of  introducing  certain 
biotechnology  products  into  the 
environment  and  to  help  regulators 
develop  policies  concerning  the 
introduction  of  such  products.  Proposals 
are  invited  in  the  area  of  biotechnology 
risk  assessment  research  as  appropriate 
to  agricultural  plants,  animals  and 
microbes.  Emphasis  will  be  given  to  risk 
assessment  research  involving 
genetically  modified  organisms,  but 
model  systems  using  nongenetically 
modified  organisms  also  will  be 
considered  if  they  may  provide 
information  that  may  lead  to  improved 
assessment  of  risk  associated  with  the 
introduction  of  genetically  modified 
organisms  into  the  environment 

Eligibility 

Proposals  may  be  submitted  by  any 
public  or  private  research  or  educational 
institution  or  organization. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  an  applicant 
must  qualify  as  a  responsible  applicant 
in  order  to  be  eligible  for  a  grant  award 
under  the  Program.  To  qualify  as 
responsible,  an  applicant  must  meet  the 
following  standards: 

(a)  Adequate  financial  resources  for 
performance,  the  necessary  experience, 
organizational  and  technical 
qualifications,  and  facilities,  or  a  firm 
commitment,  arrangement,  or  ability  to 
obtain  same  (including  any  to  be 
obtained  through  subagreement(s)); 

(b)  Ability  to  comply  with  the 
proposed  or  required  completion 
schedule  for  the  project; 


(c)  Adequate  financial  management 
system  and  audit  procedures  that 
provide  efficient  and  effective 
accountability  and  control  of  all  fimds, 
property,  and  other  assets; 

(d)  Satisfactory  record  of  integrity, 
judgment,  and  performance,  inchaliiig.  in 
particular,  any  prior  performance  under 
grants  and  contracts  from  the  Federal 
government;  and 

(e)  Otherwise  be  qualified  and  eligible 
to  receive  a  grant  under  the  applicable 
laws  and  relations. 

Available  Funding 

Total  available  funding  in  fiscal  ]rear 
1992  for  support  of  the  Program  te 
$1,405,000.  This  amount  was  determined 
based  on  the  definition  of 
“Biotechnology"  as  stated  herein. 

Pursuant  to  section  734  of  Public  Law 
No.  102-142  (the  Agriculture,  Rural 
Development,  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  and  Related  Agencies 
Appropriations  Act,  1992),  funds 
available  in  fiscal  year  1992  to  pay 
indirect  costs  on  research  grants 
awarded  competitively  by  CSRS  may 
not  exceed  14  per  centum  of  the  total 
direct  costs  under  each  award. 

Definitions 

As  used  in  the  Solicitation  of 
Applications  and  Application 
Guidelines  for  the  fiscal  year  1992 
Program: 

(a)  Administrator  means  the 
Administrator  of  the  Cooperative  State 
Research  Service  (CSRS)  and/or  die 
Administrator  of  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  (ARS)  and  any  other 
officer  or  employee  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  whom  the  authority 
involved  may  be  delegated. 

(b)  Awarding  official  means  the 
Administrator  and  any  other  olTicer  or 
employee  of  the  Department  to  whom 
the  authority  to  issue  or  modify  grant 
awards  has  been  delegated. 

(c)  Biotechnology  means  any 
technique  that  uses  living  organisms  (or 
parts  of  organisms)  to  make  or  modify 
products,  to  improve  plants  or  animals, 
or  to  develop  microorganisms  for 
specific  use.  The  development  of 
materials  that  mimic  molecular 
structures  or  functions  of  living  systems 
is  included. 

(d)  Budget  Period  means  the  intmiral 
of  time  (usually  12  months)  into  whidi 
the  project  period  is  divided  for 
budgetary  and  reporting  puiposes. 

(e)  Department  or  USDA  means  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

(f)  Grant  means  the  award  by  ths 
Administrator  or  his/her  designee  to  a 
grantee  to  assist  in  meeting  the  costs  of 
conducting,  for  the  benefit  of  the  piMic, 
an  identified  project  which  is  intended 


and  designed  to  establish,  discover, 
elucidate,  or  confirm  information  or  the 
underlying  mechanisms  relating  to  a 
research  problem  area  identified  herein. 

(lO  Grantee  means  the  entity 
designated  in  the  grant  award  document 
as  the  responsible  legal  entity  to  whom 
a  grant  is  awarded. 

(h)  Methodology  means  the  project 
ai^woadi  to  be  followed  to  carry  out  the 
project 

(i)  Peer  review  group  means  an 
assembled  group  of  experts  or 
consultants  qualified  by  training  and/or 
experience  in  particular  scientific  or 
technical  fields  to  give  expert  advice  on 
the  technical  merit  of  grant  applications 
in  those  fields. 

(j)  Principal  Investigator  means  an 
individual  who  is  responsible  for  the 
scientific  and  technical  direction  of  the 
project,  as  designated  by  the  grantee  in 
the  grant  application  and  approved  by 
the  Administrator. 

(k)  Project  means  the  particular 
activity  within  the  scope  of  one  or  more 
of  the  research  problem  areas  identified 
herein  that  is  supported  under  the 
Program. 

(l)  Project  Period  means  the  total  time 
approved  by  the  Administrator  for 
conducting  the  proposed  project  as 
outlined  in  an  approved  grant 
application  or  the  approved  portions 
thereof. 

(m)  Research  means  any  systematic 
study  directed  toward  new  or  fuller 
knowledge  of  the  subject  studied. 

Research  Topic  Areas 

General 

Proposals  will  be  evaluated  for 
potential  to  advance  the  safe  application 
of  biotechnology  to  agriculture,  by 
assisting  the  Federal  regulatory 
processes  through  provision  of  new 
knowledge  for  science-based  regulatory 
decisions  and  development  of  better 
methods  for  field  testing  genetically 
modified  organisms.  Research  topics 
mi^t  involve  confinement  practices, 
detectioa  and  monitoring  procedures, 
and  methods  for  predicting  the 
biological  exposure  and  impact  from 
transformed  organisms  tested  in  the 
environment.  “Environmental  fate” 
iadudes  the  study  of  survival,  spread, 
reproduction,  and  biological  fitness. 
’’Environmental  efiects"  include  intra- 
and  inter-species  competition,  and  the 
ecological  consequences  of  genetically 
modified  organisms  with  specific  traits. 

Research  proposals  which  address 
topics  pertinent  to  the  Program  will  be 
considered  for  funding.  Examples  of 
such  topics  include  the  following: 
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(a)  Reaestii  to  predict  the  fate  and 
ejects  of  poUen  bmi  genetkally 
modified  plant*; 

(b)  Evaluation  of  the  potential  for 
plant  virus  component  reversion  or 
recombinatioa  from  genetically  modified 
plant*. 

(c)  Study  of  the  environmental  safety 
and  mechanisms  of  toxic  action  of 
Bacillus  thuringiensis  delta-endotoxin 
from  genetically  modified  plants,  such 
as  Insect  resistance  or  efiects  on 
nontarget  species. 

(d)  R^eaich  to  predict  the 
consequences  of  genetically  modified 
fish  escaped  from  confinement 

(e)  Study  of  the  environmental  fate 
and  efiects  of  genetically  modified 
plant-associated  microorganisms  in  soil 
ecosystems. 

Programmatic  Contact 

For  additional  information  on  die 
Program,  please  contact 

Dr.  David  MacKenzie,  Cooperative  State 
Research  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agricultnre.  suite  330,  Aerospace  Center. 
Washington,  DC  20250-2200,  Telephone: 
(202)  401-4892, 
or 

Dr.  Robert  Faust  Agricultural  Research 
Service.  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
room  338,  Building  005,  BARC-West 
Beltsville.  MD  20705,  Telephone:  (301)  504- 
5059. 

Proposal  Preparation 

Application  Materials 

A  Grant  Application  Kit  and  a  copy  of 
this  solicitation  will  be  made  available 
upon  request  The  kit  contains  required 
forms,  certifications,  and  instructions  for 
preparing  and  submitting  grant 
applications.  Copies  of  the  Grant 
Application  Kit  and  this  solicitation  may 
be  requested  fitnn:  Proposal  Services 
Branch,  Awards  Management  Division, 
Cooperative  State  Researdi  Service, 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  room 
303,  Aerospace  Center,  901  D  Street, 

SW..  Washington.  DC  20250-2200, 
Telephone  Number.  (202)  401-5048. 

Proposal  Format 

(a)  Proposal  Cover  Page 

(1)  Form  CSRS-661,  “Grant 
Application,“  must  be  completed  in  its 
entirety. 

(2)  One  copy  of  Form  CSRS-661  must 
contain  the  pen-and-ink  signatures  of 
the  proposing  Principal  Investigator(s) 
and  the  Authorized  Organizational 
Representative  who  possesses  the 
necessary  authority  to  commit  the 
applic€mt  entity's  time  and  other 
relevant  resources.  Investigators  who  do 
not  sign  the  cover  sheet  will  not  be 
listed  on  the  grant  documents  la  the 
event  an  aws^  is  made. 


(3)  The  tide  of  the  proposal  diown  in 
Block  6  of  Form  CSRS-66t  mut  be  brief 
(80-character  maximum)  yet  represent 
the  major  trust  of  the  project  ^canse 
this  title  will  be  used  to  provide 
information  to  those  who  may  not  be 
familiar  widi  the  project  highly 
technical  words  or  phraseology  duxild 
be  avoided  wrhere  possible.  Phrases 
such  as  “investigation  of  or  “researdi 
on”  should  not  to  used. 

(4)  In  Block  7  of  form  CSR&-e61,  enter 
“Biotechnology  Ride  Assessment 
Research  Grants  Program.”  Block  8 
should  to  left  blank. 

(b)  Project  Summary 

Each  proposal  must  contain  a  project 
summary  which  may  not  exceed  2 
single-  or  double-spaced  pages  in  length. 
This  summary  is  not  intend^  for  the 
general  reader,  consequendy,  it  may 
contain  technical  language.  The  project 
summary  should  to  a  seLf-contained. 
specific  description  of  the  activity  to  to 
undertaken  and  should  focus  on: 

(1)  Overall  pre^t  goal(s)  and 
supporting  objectives; 

(2)  Plans  to  accomplish  project  goal(s); 
and 

(3)  Relevance  or  significance  of  the 
project  to  United  States  agriculture. 

(c)  Project  Description 

The  specific  aims  of  the  project  must 
be  induded  in  all  proposal  llie  text  of 
the  project  description  may  not  exceed 
15  single-  or  double-spaced  pages  and 
must  contain  the  following  components: 

(1)  Introduction.  A  clear  statement  of 
the  long-term  goal(s)  and  supporting 
objectives  of  ^e  proposed  project 
should  preface  the  project  des^ption. 
The  most  significant  published  woric  in 
the  field  untor  consitoration,  induding 
work  of  key  project  personnel  on  the 
current  proposal,  should  to  reviewed. 
The  current  status  of  reseeuch  in  the 
p£irticular  scientific  field  also  should  to 
described.  All  work  dted,  induding  that 
of  key  personnel,  should  to  referenced. 

(2)  Rationale  and  Significance. 

Present  concisely  the  rationale  belnnd 
the  proposed  project  The  objectives' 
spedfic  relationship  to  the  problem  area 
being  addressed  and  the  objectives' 
specific  relationdiip  to  potential 
regulatory  issues  of  United  State* 
biotechnology  research  should  to  shown 
clearly.  Any  novel  ideas  or  contributions 
that  tto  proposed  project  ofrers  also 
should  be  discussed  in  this  section. 

(3)  Experimental  Plan.  Tto 
hypotheses  or  questions  being  asked 
and  the  methodology  to  be  applied  to 
the  proposed  project  diould  be  stated 
explicitiy,  and  most  indude: 

(1)  A  description  of  tto  investigation* 
and/or  experiment*  propo*ed  and  tto 


sequence  in  which  the  inveatigaUons 
ahd/or  experiments  are  to  to  performed; 

(ii)  Techniques  to  to  used  in  carrying 
out  fte  proposed  project,  including  tto 
feasibility  of  the  ted^ques; 

(iii)  Results  expected; 

(ivj  Means  by  which  experimental 
data  will  be  analyzed  or  interpreted; 

(v)  Pitfalls  that  may  to  encountered; 

(vi)  Limitations  to  proposed 
proc^ures;  and 

(vii)  Tentative  schedule  for  ccmducting 
major  step*  involved  in  these 
investigations/experiments. 

In  describing  the  exp^mental  plan, 
the  applicant  must  explain  fully  any 
materials,  procedure*,  situations,  or 
activities  that  may  to  hazardous  to 
personnel  (whether  or  not  they  are 
directly  rdated  to  a  particular  phase  of 
the  proposed  project),  akx^  with  an 
outline  of  precautions  to  to  exercised  to 
avdd  or  ntitigate  the  efiects  of  sudi 
hazards. 

(d)  Fadhties  and  Equipment 

All  facilities  and  major  items  of 
equipment  that  are  available  frtf  use  or 
assignment  to  the  proposed  research 
project  during  the  requested  period  of 
support  should  to  described.  In 
addition,  items  of  nonexpendable 
equipment  necessary  to  conduct  and 
successfully  conclude  the  pn^MMed 
project  should  to  listed. 

(e)  Collaborative  Arrangements 

If  the  nature  of  the  proposed  project 
requires  collaboration  or  subcontractual 
arrangements  with  other  scientists, 
corporations,  organizations,  agendes,  or 
entities,  the  applicant  must  identify  the 
collaborator/sobcontractor  and  provide 
a  fuU  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the 
relationship.  Evidence  (Le^  letters  of 
intent)  should  to  provided  to  assure 
peer  reviewers  that  the  collaborators 
have  agreed  to  render  this  service. 

(f)  Vitae,  Publications,  and  Conflicts  of 
Interest  Lists 

Curriculum  vitae.  A  curriculum  vitae 
should  to  included  for  each  key  person 
associated  with  the  project  The  vitae 
must  be  limited  to  a  presentation  of 
academic  and  reseat  credentials,  and 
must  to  no  more  than  two  pages  eadi  in 
length,  excluding  tiie  publication  lists. 

Publicatkxis  Lists.  A  chronological  list 
of  all  publications  in  refereed  journals 
during  the  past  five  years,  including 
those  in  press,  must  to  provided  for 
each  key  project  pers<m  for  whom  a 
curriculum  vitae  is  provided.  This  list 
should  follow  a  format  used  in  Journals. 

Conflicts  of  Interest  List.  To  assist 
program  staff  in  excluding  from  proposal 
review  hulividuals  who  have  coafb^  of 
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interest  with  project  personnel,  a  list  of 
the  following  in^viduals  should  be 
appended  for  each  key  project  person: 

(1)  Collaborators  on  research  projects 
within  the  past  five  years; 

(2)  Co-authors  on  publications  issued 
within  the  past  five  years; 

(3)  Thesis  or  postdoctoral  advisors 
within  the  past  five  years;  and 

(4)  Graduate  students  or  postdoctoral 
associates  within  the  past  five  years. 

(g)  Budget 

A  detailed  budget  is  required  for  each 
year  of  requested  support.  In  addition,  a 
summary  budget  is  required  detailing 
requested  support  for  the  overall  project 
period.  Form  CSRS-55,  “Budget,”  must 
be  used  for  this  purpose.  A  copy  of  Form 
CSRS-55,  along  with  instructions  for  its 
completion,  is  contained  in  the  Grant 
Application  Kit  and  may  be  reproduced 
as  needed  by  applicants. 

Funds  may  be  requested  under  any  of 
the  categories  listed  on  Form  CSRS-55, 
provided  that  the  item  or  service  for 
which  support  is  requested  is  identified 
as  necessary  for  successful  conduct  of 
the  proposed  project,  is  allowable  under 
the  authorizing  legislation,  the 
applicable  Federal  cost  principles,  and 
these  guidelines,  and  is  not  prohibited 
under  any  applicable  Federal  statute. 

Salaries  of  project  personnel  who  will 
be  working  on  the  project  may  be 
requested  in  proportion  to  the  effort  they 
will  devote  to  the  project. 

All  salaries  and  wages, 
nonexpendable  equipment,  foreign 
travel,  and  “All  Other  Direct  Costs”  for 
which  support  is  requested  must  be 
itemized  (with  costs)  and  justified  on  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  and  placed 
immediately  behind  Form  CSRS-55. 

Congress  has  limited  the  indirect  costs 
on  research  grants  awarded 
competitively  by  CSRS  in  fiscal  year 
1992  to  14  per  centum  of  total  direct 
costs  of  each  award.  Applicants  should 
compute  indirect  costs  using  the  lesser 
of  either:  (1)  The  institution’s  approved 
negotiated  rate,  or  (2)  14  per  centum  of 
total  direct  costs. 

(h)  Research  Involving  Special 
Considerations 

A  number  of  situations  encountered  in 
the  conduct  of  research  require  special 
information  and  supporting 
documentation  before  USDA  funding 
can  be  approved  for  the  project. 
Applicants  must  indicate  whether  or  not 
the  following  special  considerations  are 
involved  in  the  proposed  project  and,  if 
appropriate,  must  certify  compliance 
with  applicable  regulations  by 
completing  Form  CSRS-662,  “Assurance 
Statement(s),”  a  copy  of  which  is 
contained  in  the  Grant  Application  Kit: 


(1)  Recombinant  DNA  Research.  If  a 
project  involving  DNA  research  is 
funded  under  the  Program,  the 
responsibility  for  complying  with  the 
guidelines  established  by  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  entitled,  “Guidelines 
for  Research  Involving  Recombinant 
DNA  Molecules,”  as  revised,  rests  with 
the  performing  entity.  This  responsibility 
includes: 

(1)  Ensuring  that  a  standing 
Institutional  Biosafety  Committee  (IBC) 
is  available  and/or  is  maintained  in 
accordance  with  Part  IV  of  the  NIH 
Guidelines  and  also  ensuring  that  the 
research  plan  is  reviewed  and  approved 
by  the  IBC  prior  to  commencing 
substantive  work  under  a  grant.  Where 
it  is  not  practicable  for  a  grantee  to 
maintain  an  IBC,  a  grantee  may 
negotiate  with  a  local  imiversity  or  other 
research  organization  to  have  this 
service  performed. 

A  grantee  must  register  with  the  IBC 
all  experiments  involving  recombinant 
DNA  and  RNA  molecules  conducted 
with  funds  provided  under  a  USDA 
grant  and  must  comply  with  the 
containment  requirements  specified  in 
part  III  of  the  NIH  Guidelines.  Records 
of  this  research  must  be  kept  in  a  form 
that  is  available  to  USDA  upon  request. 
In  addition,  a  grantee  must  report  the 
following  to  USDA  and  to  the  reviewing 
IBC:  New  technical  information  relating 
to  risks  and  safety  procedures;  serious 
laboratory  accidents  or  illnesses 
resulting  from  the  use  of  recombinant 
DNA  material;  and  other  safety 
problems. 

(2)  Human  Subjects  at  Risk.  The 
responsibility  for  safeguarding  the  rights 
and  welfare  of  human  subjects  used  in  a 
project  supported  by  USDA  rests  with 
the  performing  entity.  Regulations  have 
been  issued  by  USDA  under  7  CFR  part 
Ic,  Protection  of  Human  Subjects. 

(3)  Experimental  Vertebrate  Animal 
Care.  The  responsibility  for  the  humane 
care  and  treatment  of  any  experimental 
vertebrate  animal,  which  has  the  same 
meaning  as  “animal”  in  section  2(g)  of 
the  Animal  Welfare  Act  of  1966,  as 
amended  (7  U.S.C.  2132(g)),  used  in  a 
project  supported  by  USDA  rests  with 
the  performing  entity.  All  key  project 
personnel  and  all  endorsing  officials  of 
the  performing  entity  are  required  to 
comply  with  applicable  provisions  of  the 
Animal  Welfare  Act  of  1966,  as 
amended  (7  U.S.C.  2132  et  seq.),  and  the 
regulations  promulgated  thereunder  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  9  CFR 
parts  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 

(i)  Current  and  Pending  Support 

Each  applicant  must  complete  Form 
CSRS-663,  “Current  and  Pending 
Support,”  a  copy  of  which  is  contained 


in  the  Grant  Application  Kit.  The 
purpose  of  this  form  is  to  identify  any 
other  current  public  or  private  research 
support  (including  in-house  support)  to 
which  key  personnel  identified  in  the 
proposal  have  committed  portions  of 
their  time,  whether  or  not  salary  support 
for  personnel  involved  is  included  in  the 
proposed  budget.  Analogous  information 
must  be  provided  for  any  pending 
proposals  that  are  being  considered  by, 
or  which  will  be  submitted  in  the  near 
futiue  to,  other  possible  sponsors, 
including  other  USDA  programs  or 
agencies.  Concurrent  submission  of 
identical  or  similar  projects  to  other 
possible  sponsors  will  not  prejudice  the 
review  or  evaluation  of  a  project  under 
the  Program.  However,  a  proposal  that 
duplicates  or  overlaps  substantially  with 
a  proposal  funded  or  that  will  be  funded 
by  another  sponsor  will  not  be  funded 
under  the  Program. 

(g)  Appendices 

Each  project  description  is  expected 
to  be  complete.  However,  if  the 
inclusion  of  additional  information  is 
necessary  to  ensure  the  equitable 
evaluation  of  the  proposal  (e.g., 
photographs  that  do  not  reproduce  well, 
reprints,  and  other  pertinent  materials 
that  are  unsuitable  for  inclusion  in  the 
text  of  the  proposal),  the  number  of 
copies  of  additional  information  should 
match  the  number  of  copies  of  the 
application  submitted.  Each  set  of  such 
materials  must  be  identified  with  the 
name  of  the  submitting  organization, 
and  the  name(s)  of  the  Principal 
Investigator(s).  Extraneous  materials 
will  not  be  used  during  the  evaluation 
process. 

(h)  Organizational  Management 
Information 

Specific  management  information 
relating  to  an  applicant  entity  must  be 
submitted  on  a  one-time  basis  prior  to 
the  award  of  a  grant  if  the  proposed 
grantee  has  not  received  any  other 
awards  from  CSRS  and  such 
information  was  not  previously 
submitted.  CSRS  will  request 
management  information  (e.g.,  bank 
references,  financial  statements, 
statements  of  purpose,  etc.)  from  “new” 
grantees  once  a  proposal  has  been 
recommended  for  funding. 

Proposal  Submission 
What  to  Submit 

An  original  and  14  copies  of  a 
proposal  must  be  submitted.  Each  copy 
of  each  proposal  must  be  stapled 
securely  in  the  upper  lefthand  comer 
(Do  Not  Bind).  All  copies  of  the  proposal 
must  be  submitted  in  one  package. 
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Where  and  When  to  Submit 

Proposals  submitted  throu^  the 
regular  mail  must  be  postina^ed  by 
June  1, 1992,  and  should  be  emit  to  the 
following  address:  Proposal  Services 
Branch,  Awards  Management  Division, 
Cooperative  State  Research  Service. 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  room 
303,  Aerospace  Center,  901  D  Street. 

SW..  Washington.  DC  20250-2200. 
Telephone:  (202)  401-5048. 

Hand-delivered  proposals  must  be 
submitted  by  June  1, 1992,  to  an  express 
mail  or  courier  service  or  brought  to  the 
following  address  (note  that  the  zip  code 
differs  from  that  shown  above):  Proposal 
Services  Branch,  Awards  Management 
Division,  Cooperative  State  Research 
Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
room  303,  Aerospace  Center,  901  D 
Street,  SW.,  Washington.  DC  20024, 
Telephone:  (202)  401-5048. 

Proposal  Review,  Evaluation,  and 
Disposition 

Proposal  Review 

All  proposals  received  will  be 
acknowledged.  Prior  to  technical 
examination,  a  preliminary  review  will 
be  made  for  responsiveness  to  this 
solicitation.  Proposals  that  do  not  fall 
within  the  solicitation  guidelines  will  be 
eliminated  from  competition  and  will  be 
returned  to  the  applicant  All  accepted 
proposals  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
Administrator,  qualified  officers  or 
employees  of  the  Department  and  by 
peer  panel(s)  of  scientists  or  others  who 
are  recognized  specialists  in  the  areas 
covered  by  the  proposals  received. 

Peer  panel(s)  will  be  selected  and 
organized  to  provide  maximum 
expertise  and  objective  judgment  in  the 
evaluation  of  proposals.  Proposals  will 
be  ranked  and  support  levels  will  be 
recommended  by  the  panel(s)  within  the 
limitation  of  total  funding  available  in 
Hscal  year  1992. 

Evaluation  Criteria 

The  peer  review  panel(s)  will  take 
into  account  the  following  criteria  in 
carrying  out  its  review  of  responsive 
proposals  submitted  under  the  Hscal 
year  1992  Program: 

(а)  Scientific  merit  of  the  proposal.  (1) 
Conceptual  adequacy  of  hypothesis; 

(2)  Clarity  and  delineation  of 
objectives: 

(3)  Adequacy  of  the  description  of  the 
undertaking  and  suitability  and 
feasibility  of  methodology; 

(4)  Demonstration  of  feasibility 
through  preliminary  data; 

(5)  Probability  of  success  of  project; 

(б)  Novelty,  uniquraess  and 
originality;  and 


(7)  /^Tpropriateness  to  regidation  of 
biotechnology  and  risk  assessment 

(b)  Qualifications  of  proposed  project 
personnel  and  adequacy  of  facilities.  (1) 
Training  and  demonstrated  awareness 
of  previous  and  alternative  approaches 
to  the  problem  identified  in  the  proposal, 
and  performance  record  and/or 
potential  for  future  accomplishments: 

(2)  Time  allocated  for  systematic 
attainment  of  objectiver. 

(3)  Institutional  experience  and 
competence  in  subject  area;  and 

(4)  Adequacy  of  available  or 
obtainable  support  personnel  facilities, 
and  instrumentation. 

(c)  Relevance  of  project  to  solving 
biotechnology  regulatory  uncertainty  for 
United  States  agriculture.  (1)  Scientific 
contribution  of  research  leading  to 
important  discoveries  or  significant 
breakthroughs  in  research  problem 
areas;  and 

(2)  Relevance  of  the  research  to 
agricultural  or  environmental 
regulations  using  risk  assessment 

Proposal  Disposition 

When  the  peer  review  panel(s)  has 
completed  its  deliberations,  the  USDA 
program  stafi,  based  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  peer  review 
panel(s),  will  recommend  to  the 
Awarding  Official  that  the  project  be  (a) 
approved  for  support  from  currently 
available  funds  or  (b)  declined  due  to 
insufficient  funds  or  unfavorable  review. 

USDA  reserves  the  right  to  negotiate 
with  the  Principal  Investigator  and/or 
the  submitting  entity  regarding  project 
revisions  (e.g.,  reductions  in  scope  of 
work),  funding  level  or  period  of 
support  prior  to  recommending  any 
project  for  funding. 

A  proposal  may  be  withdrawn  at  any 
time  before  a  final  funding  decision  is 
made.  One  copy  of  each  proposal  that  is 
not  selected  for  funding  (including  those 
that  are  withdrawn)  will  be  retained  by 
USDA  for  one  year,  and  remaining 
copies  will  be  destroyed. 

Supplementary  Informatton 

Grant  Awards 

Within  the  limit  of  funds  available  for 
such  purpose,  the  awarding  ofitcial  shall 
make  grants  to  those  responsible, 
eligible  applicants  whose  proposals  are 
Judged  most  meritorious  under  the 
evaluation  criteria  and  procedures  set 
forth  in  this  solicitation  and  application 
guidelines. 

The  date  specified  by  the  awarding 
o^icial  as  the  beginning  of  the  project 
period  shall  be  not  later  than  September 
30,1992. 

All  funds  granted  under  the  Program 
shall  be  expended  solely  for  die  purpose 


of  which  die  funds  are  granted  in 
accordance  with  die  approved 
applicadon  and  budget,  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  any  resulting  award,  the 
applicable  Federal  cost  principles,  and 
the  Department's  assistance  regulations. 

Obligation  of  the  Federal  Government 

Neither  the  approval  of  any 
applicadon  nor  the  award  of  any  grant 
commits  or  obligates  the  United  States 
in  any  way  to  provide  further  siqiport  of 
a  project  or  any  pordon  thereof. 

Other  Applicable  Federal  Statutes  and 
Regulations  that  Apply 

Several  other  Federal  statutes  and 
regulations  apply  to  grant  proposals 
considered  for  review  or  grants  awarded 
under  the  Program.  These  include  but 
are  not  limited  to: 

7  CFR  part  Ic — USDA  implementation  of 
the  Federal  Policy  for  the  Protection  of 
Human  Subjects; 

7  CFR  part  3— 4JSDA  implementation  of 
OMB  Circular  A-129  regarding  debt 
collection; 

7  CFR  part  1.1 — USDA  implementation 
of  the  Freedom  of  Informadon  Act; 

7  CFR  part  15,  Subpart  A — USDA 
implementadon  of  dUe  VI  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964; 

7  CFR  part  520,  ARS  implementation  of 
the  Nadonal  Environmental  Policy 
Act; 

7  CFR  part  3015— USDA  Uniform 
Federal  Assistance  Reguladons, 
implementing  OMB  directives  (1.6., 
Circular  Nos.  A-110,  A-21.  and  A-122) 
and  incorporating  provisions  of  31 
U.S.C.  6301-6308  (formerly,  the 
Federal  Grant  and  Cooperadve 
Agreement  Act  of  1977,  Pub.  L.  No.  95- 
224),  as  well  as  general  policy 
requirements  applicable  to  recipients 
of  Departmental  financial  assistance; 

7  CFR  part  3016— USDA  Uniform 
Administrative  Requirements  for 
Grants  and  Cooperadve  Agreements 
to  State  and  Local  Governments; 

7  CFR  part  3017,  as  amended — USDA 
implementation  of  Governmentwide 
Debarment  and  Suspension 
(nonprocurement)  and 
Governmentwide  Requirements  for 
Drug-Free  Woricplace  (Grants); 

7  CFR  part  3018 — USDA  implementadon 
of  New  Restrictions  on  Lobbying. 
Imposes  prohibitions  and 
requirements  for  disclosure  and 
certificatum  related  to  lobbying  on 
recipients  of  Federal  contracts,  grants, 
cooperative  agreements,  and  loans: 

7  CFR  part  3407 — GSRS  implementation 
of  the  National  Environmental  Policy 
Act; 

29  U.S.G  794,  secdon  504— 
Rehabilitadon  Act  of  1973,  and  7  CFR 
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part  15B  (USDA  implementation  of  the 
statute),  prohibiting  discrimination 
based  upon  physical  or  mental 
handicap  in  Federally  assisted 
programs; 

35  U.S.C.  200  et  seq. — Bayh-Dole  Act, 
controlling  allocation  of  rights  to 
inventions  made  by  employees  of 
small  business  firms  and  domestic 
nonprofit  organizations,  including 
universities,  in  Federally  assisted 


programs  (implementing  regulations 
are  contained  in  37  CFR  part  401). 

Other  Conditions  . 

The  Department  may,  with  respect  to 
any  grant  or  to  any  class  of  awaMs, 
impose  additional  conditions  prior  to  or 
at  the  time  of  any  award,  when,  in  the 
Department's  judgment,  such  conditions 
are  necessary  to  assure  or  protect 
advancement  of  the  approved  project. 


the  interests  of  the  public,  or  the 
conservation  of  grant  funds. 

Done  at  Washington,  DC,  on  10  April  1992. 
John  Patrick  Jordan, 

Administrator,  Cooperative  State  Research 
Service. 

Mary  E.  Carter, 

Assoc.  Administrator,  Agricultural  Research 
Service. 

[FR  Doc.  92-8940  Filed  4-16-92;  8:45  am] 
BILUNQ  CODE  3410-23-M 


